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A.K. Goel* & U.C. Bhattacharyya* : A new combination of an 
alpine Gerber a L. (Asteraceae) from Himalaya 

A.K. • U.C. /Gf t !)7: t-77 WiS; 

Y <o 1 frllA* 


De Candolle (1838) described Oreoseris pusilla Wall, ex DC. based on Wa- 
Uichian specimen (Wall., Cat. no. 2929B, Comp. no. 39. 1831). Wallich in his 
catalogue mentioned it as a variety of Oreoseris lanuginosa var. B pusilla. Thus 
changing the status of the variety, De Candolle (1838) raised it to a distinct 
species. Schultz-Bip. (Flora 27 : 80. 1844) merged this species under Gerbera 
lanuginosa (Wall, ex DC.) Sch.-Bip. in the section Oreoseris of DC. C.B. Clarke 
(Comp. Ind. 249. 1876) also merged Oreoseris pusilla Wall, ex DC. under Gerbera 
lanuginosa. Later on Hooker (1881) described the Wallichian specimen (Wall. 
Cat. no. 2929B) as a variety of Gerbera lanuginosa (Wall, ex DC.) Sch.-Bip. 
var. pusilla (Wall, ex DC) Hook. f. P. Beauv. (Soc. Bot. Geneve, Ser. 2. 2: 
40. 1910) merged G. lanuginosa (Wall, ex DC.) Sch.-Bip. under G. gossypina 
(Royle) P. Beauv., but he did not mention Oreoseris pusilla Wall, ex DC. or 
Gerbera lanuginosa (Wall, ex DC.) Sch.-Bip. var. pusilla (Wall, ex DC.) Hook, 
f. under the synonymy. Stewart (1972) in his Catalogue of the Flora of West 
Pakistan mentioned Gerbera lanuginosa var. pusilla (Wall, ex DC.) Hook. f. 
under the species Gerbera nepalensis (DC.) Schultz Bip. (Flora 27: 740. 1844), 
which is a distinct species treated in a separate section Berniera of DC. hav¬ 
ing homogamous heads and larger, 30-60 cm long scapes and sagittate cordate, 
long petiolate leaves which is now treated as Gerbera maxima (D. Don) Robinson. 

From the study of the literature, and herbarium specimens and also by 
critical field observations it is observed that Oreoseris pusilla Wall, ex DC. 
should be treated as a distinct species from Gerbera gossypina (Royle) P. Be¬ 
auv. — G. lanuginosa (Wall, ex DC.) Sch.-Bip. as described earlier by De Can¬ 
dolle (Prodr. 7: 17. 1838) due to its much smaller size and the smaller heads 
having 2-3 seriate involucral bracts and only 15-16 florets. 


* Botanical Survey of India, Northern Circle, Dehra Dun, India. 
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The habitat of this species is also very different, growing in alpine regions- 
on exposed grassy slopes along with Thalictrum alpinum L., while Gerber a 
gossypina (Royle) P. Beauv. grows at lower altitudes in temperate to subtro¬ 
pical regions in shady rock crevices along roadsides and in Quercus-Rhododen- 
dron forests along with Hypericum sp., Delphinium sp., Sedum rosulatum. 
Royle ex Edgew. 

Gerbera L. being conserved, the aforesaid taxon deserves reinstatement 
under a new combination which is as follows with the description. 

Gerbera pusilla (Wall, ex DC.) Goel et Bhattacharyya, comb. nov. (Fig. 1> 

Basionym. Oreoseris pusilla Wall, ex DC. Prodr. 7 : 17. 1838. 

Synonyms. Gerbera lanuginosa (Wall, ex DC.) Sch.-Bip. var. pusilla (Wall- 
ex DC.) Hook, f., FI. Brit. Ind. 3 : 390. 1881. 

Gerbera nepalensis sensu Stewart, Cat. FI. West. Pak. 748. 1872 (non Sch.- 
Bip. 1844). 

Scapigerous small herbs. Leaves oblong obovate, 1-4 cm long including 
petiole, lyrate-pinnatifid, glabrous above, cottony below; apical lobe largest, 
obovate-obtuse, subdentate. Scapes (1.5-) 2.5-10 cm long, tomentose, bearing 
single terminal head. Heads heterogamous, 15-16-flowered, 7-13 mm diam., 
pinkish-white. Involucral bracts 2-seriate, 4-8 mm long; outer smaller, linear- 
lanceolate, glabrous or sometimes tomentose; inner large, ovate-lanceolate, 
glabrous with broad membranous margins, acuminate. Ray florets ligulate 
ligules 3-dentate at apex, 6-8 mm long, linear. Disc florets tubular, 3-4 mm 
long. Styles 2-fid, oblong tumid at base. Achenes 2.5-3 mm long with hairy 
margins; pappus 2.5-3 mm long, faint white to pinkish, barbed, setaceous. Fl¬ 
owers & Fruits : April—July. 

Distribution. N.W. Himalaya in alpine regions. 

Specimens examined. Garhwal: Kidarkantha 9-10000 ft. (2900-3300 m),. 
Gollan 1765 (DD) ; Chansil Range 11-12000 ft., Duthie 14525 (CAL) ; Above 
Oura 9-10,000 ft., Gollan 1765 (DD) ; Badrinath valley 3400 m, Rau 2878 (BSD) ; 
Kankhaliadhar 4500 m, Goel 66595 (BSD) ; Panwali 3,200 m, Naithani 48152 (BSD). 
Himachal Pradesh: Manali 10,500 ft., Bor 12631 (DD) ; Alni Pass (Chamba) 
11,500 ft., Lace 1953 (CAL) ; Dilling Garang 10,000 ft., Lace 960 (CAL) ; Baspa 
Valley 2600 m, Janardhanan 46759 (BSD) ; Baspa Valley 3425 m, Janardhanan 47391 
(BSD). Kashmir: Jai Valley 2500 m, Rao 9121 (BSD). Kumaon : Bogdiar 3800 m,. 
Nair 35617. 
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The senior author is grateful to the Director, Botanical Survey of India, 
Howrah for extending necessary facilities and thankful to Dr. R.S. Raghavan, 
'Regional Botanist at Kew (England) for valuable information. 
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